466	MAN'S WORK IN REGIONS OF CYCLONIC STORMS
Alabama and Louisiana. In a state of nature the cotton plant, like many
others, presumably grows best in about the middle of its range. The best
pine trees, for example, grow neither in the far north nor the far south;
the holly is a little bush in New England, it becomes a great tree in the
southern states, where it thrives best; still farther south it again diminishes
in vigor. So, too, with thousands of other wild plants, both great and
small. Yet among cultivated plants derived originally from warmer
climes, not only cotton, but also corn, wheat, potatoes, oranges, grapefruit,
and others grow best near their northern limit. In other words, when
these crops are gradually moved toward the regions where man is most
competent, their productivity and quality improve because of the care
given them and the selection of new varieties, although naturally they
might not thrive in their new homes. It should be noted, however, that
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A—Average Yield of Cotton per Acre in the United States. Yield in pounds, 20-year average.
cold winters tend to cause the yield of most crops to decline. Long
summers that are not too hot and mild winters are best for many crops,
including corn and wheat.
The Supremacy of the Cyclonic Regions in Transportation
A467 and the railroad maps on pages 363 to 571 illustrate the concentra-
tion of horses and of railways in the cyclonic regions. How far is this
due to other factors than climate? Plains, especially grasslands, certainly
have an effect on the distribution of horses, for there are more horses in
the grassy plains of the central United States, eastern Argentina, and
southwestern Russia than in the neighboring rugged regions. But in the
grassy plains of the non-cyclonic regions of the Orinoco, and the Sudan,
there are practically none. So, too, railroads are numerous throughout
the plains of cyclonic regions, but are absent in the still greater plains of
the Amazon Basin, northern Canada, northern Siberia, and Arabia. The

